
After Your Money

And not your welfare

Is the Dealer who

Proposes a substitute for

Welcome Soap.
Inferior brands pay

Him larger profits

At the expense of
Your comfort.
Welcome Soap

Has no equal.

1 ANNUAL STATEMENT,
I December 31, iSj6.
I ASSKT8.

Houds. Stocks niul Wurranta, $ t.71.77 74
MortMiiRt Loans. 4,:i47,7-- 6 25

.J'olicv Loan una rrcmium
Nou-- , 1.H14..703 01

Keni Estate, 1 .OHo.r. t:i '
J.o.-in- s on Stocks nnil Bonds, 111 k. y'J 0(1

Cash. 501,570 07
Interest clue and acciueil, net

deferred nnil unreported
I premiums, 7! 1st 3--

I $l3.50,0J 41
( UAIUI.ITII'.S.
Policy Reserve (..letuiiiies 4

per' cent), $11,.'UI7 08 CO

Extra Reserve, Life Rate lin- -

v downiiiits, 94
Unadjusted Heath I'l .itns, Cs.kiii (10
All other Liabilities, O J SiV'l fin
Surplus, 1 ,055 ('.i5 1'7

I $13,540,01'4 41
(8500 Policies issued nnd -

vived in I 81U. itisnriiiK $1 3 111 1 .'JO - 00
"Total paid 1'olicy Holders in
J lM'.lO. 1,250,079 03
Total paid Policy-Holder- s

$ since orj.li nization, 13.3G-.I.07- 33
I x iriusAi, urr. issriuM j; to ,

I .Vanin-Hrr- , Vt.
:W. W. UPKMil'h.,

r.cnernl Ac.cnt, St. Johiislitirv, N't.

I Going to Boston?

Hanover St.,
Near Scollay Sq
Boston, Mass.

House.
Nearest of the large hotels to the Union

Station, Steamers, business and
amusement centres.

ROOMS largest in the city for the

price, ll.ooferJny and ufward.)

FARE always the best and only

the best.
The specird breakfasts (nine to

choose from) at 40 cents, and

the table d' bote dinner at 50

cents are not excelled in any
in America.

European Plan.

C. A. JONES, Proprietor.

J NASAL
j CATARRH
J is 11

J,(KM, : IS
nnd is the result rr
colds nnd sudden cli

reined v ri es tint ci'ii
'i tnin tniTOut y nr run

other injurious Hru

3
i ELY'S
1 OK LA VI BAlIVI
;i Opens nnd cleans In
1 nas;d passages, nl
I lavs pain and mllion
I niution. heals 1011

protects the 1111 111

TRY THE

hotel

CATARRH

loiOl flinrCf)ID"

HEAD,

row

COLD 'N HEAD
I lirime from colds rcstor. me cases . .1 taste
I mid Dim II. Is quiclilv alisu hid. r.ivesnliet
I at once '11 cents at or by mail.
I Samples, 10c, hv mail.

! "Big Four"

1

ROUTE- - -

TO

Western and SouthernPoints
.oiiiIiwohiii l.iinileil "

Through Sleeping Cars I10111 New York and
lloston to Cincinnati. iidinn.ipolis ami

St. l.ouis, via lloston Si Albany K.K ,

New York Central tn Hutlalo; I..
S. N: M. Si. y to Cleveland,

lli( Route to
destination.

Ulvgnnt Connections v i h nil trunk lines
in New York nnil New Ask for
tickets via UiK Four Route.

H. O. MCCORMICK. I'nss. Trnllic Mur.
D. II. M ARTIN, Gen. Pass. it Tkt. Agt.

BIG FOUR RulITli, CINCINNATI, O.

NOTICE
There arc a f:oui many wood dealers In

this city, but the

St. Johnsbury Wood Yard,
Is the only place w here nil kinds of wood are
kept In stock, also Shingles of till unities and

Pressed Hay
and Straw.

Office; 4 VorlUtud street.
V. S Mail orders promptly attended to.

r.inus

--fa

Byrup. Tastes Good. TJso II Best Cough
In t mn Nrtlil hv firtluumTH.

Some Rambling Thoughts.
Bv "Numo."
(Copyrighted.)

A sub-so- il plow, fl harrow, a roller,
and a cultivator ore all good things in

their proper place and time; but there
are noils in which the deeper you go the
more you impoverish your farm, and there
are singes in plant growth when the useof
either a roller or any other implement is

agricultural suicide Because these arc
facts maintainable against all argument,
and because so many hundreds of thous-

ands ot my readers are farmers, I wish to
make these out-of-do- truths the start-
ing point for another "Rambling
Thought."

Humanity has from time imme-

morial been likened to afield, a vineyard,
etc., wherein laborers are needed to plow
and to harrow, to reap and to garner.
And the call to thrust-i- n as the field is

white unto harvest has always found

increasing response since the moment
when man first began to understand
that the claims of his neighbor are ur-

gent upon him the moment his own ab-

solute needs have been attended to.

But enthusiasm in relation to good
work has to be combined with common-sense- ;

it certainly must be ahead of it,
or we shall find ourselves embarked in

another fateful Children's Crusade, like

that ol the middle ages. Enthusiasm
alone will sink us into helplessness, just
as with the rearing and the straining of

a mired horse. To make amply clear
my meaning I will go a little further.
There is hardly a community in which
vnu will fail to find men and women
working for the benefit of their rate from

the purest motives at the outset. But
in almost as many communities you will

foul lines of effort crossing and

one another. Socager becomes the
straining aiter statistical
so many garments made, so many hun-

gry fed, so many souls saved, etc.- - that
the real object of the humanizing work,
ihc reaching of human hearts, is almost
lost to sight in the rush. Then, nere and
there some extra enthusiastic one instead
ol trjing. or pretending to try, to water
where others have planted, starts his

unswerving plow or his drastic harrow
right over the growing crops and stand-

ing sheaves of others, excusing himself
by asserting lliat their methods have

en wrong. Thus he not only undoes
the work of others, but he wastes his

own strength by doing at an improper
time a thing essentially proper in its
own time ami place.

So while our voiccssliould undoubtedly
be raised in strength these closing yiars
ol the century for freedom for all to
woi k as thi y wi'.l, wisdom biini; justif-

ied of her children, there is equal i.col
lor sicur'u g a cet tain unity ot elToit.so
as to economize the moral strength of a
n ihborhood Kagcrness to work is

not alone sufficient, else we would praise
the child that pulls up corn toseeit grow,
or that tears open a ill urn to see where
the sound comes from. The human race,
lookingbackvvnrd.eaii truly say, "when 1

was a child I thought as a
chid"; but it is not yet abV to say,
"when 1 became a man, 1 put away
childish things." It it could, we should

pettiness, indirectness, and s' li-

pid ty anion: those who elaiai to be

children of ligh', and let grope in the
selfish, nairow stag's 01 human develop-

ment.

What then is said to your heart this
. , :l:. . .

wcck: ou ncci 111 ueep imminiy u
acknowledge to yourself that the stone
age has passed, when every man's enemy
was the very next man he happened to
meet; that the iron age is passing,
when men learn the power of combina-

tion but use it for progression ; that the
golden age is coming, when the

ol those who love, lor the benefit of
those who sutler, must be the rule, II it
be true that a man thinks in his heat t,so
is he, thin you will promptly be found
icadv to lorcgo the praise of men, ready
to seek thegreati st good for the greatest
tuiubir even il your own personality
becomes merged in the common ell'oit.

Would it not be

in your town wl

a "(let-Togell- r"

ol advantage to form

i.it shall I name it ?

soeiel y ? Its member

ship to be made up "I those who 111 lii

vers was arc working im- ne nein 111 "i
the race, lis function to be a soil o:

clearing h msc of ideas, wh re those win

work give the benefits ol their cxper'n nc.
thus tconom .ing the strength that is

now wasted and llicdamage t hat isd
by those wliolaborioiislv woi k out plan- -

lor ilic'itselves that 01 hers have ulna ly 1"

lec' uallv learned. You will say pcriiaps.
that this is not leas b!e, because eaeh

worker will be on the watch against
givil g advantage to anyone else. You

may be right, but if yon are. you are
voicing the (lit pest prolist that lallen

Immunity can raise against the woi ki i s

lor good. The poor object ol their solici-

tous attention is pulled one way and
then the other until he cries out "1 would
rather go one way wrong, than travel
twenty different ways to be light." Il

the abilitv to combine, which has been

such a no'ablc discovery sunoi'g men
a discovery that has led him upward

irom caves in the earth to our present
highly organized civilization if, I say
this ability is to stop short when it

comes to moral effort, it were almost
belter that it had remained undiscov-

ered.

But 1 am persuaded better things. It
is not lor nothing that we are passing
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through our little day on earth. All

nature is vocal of the value of combina
tion, and of growth by combination; all

history proclaims it; and all heights of

moral power and accomplishment are
possible by means of it. The continuity
of life in nature assures us in no unce-

rtain way of thecontinuity of effort ours
yours. Then, human lellow, begin to

think and to prepare for the generations
yet to come, who will look for blessings

from your hands just as rightfully as you
enjoy the blessings that come from those
before you, whom you cannot even

name.

On the Road to floscow.
We started for Moscow ten days be-

fore the date set for the coronation, leav-

ing Berlin at midnight, and when the
chief of the wagon-li- t woke us at seven

ihc next morning we were within 15

minutes of the custom house.
It was raining, and outside of the wet

window-pane- s miles of dark green grass
were drawn over the hills as far as the
eye could see. No houses, no people, no
cattle, no living thing of any kind moved

under the low dark skies or rose from

the sodden prairie.
It was a gloomy picture ol emptiness

and desolation, a landscape without
character or suggestion, and as I sur-

veyed it sleepily I had a disappointed
feeling of being cheated in having come

so far to find that the Russian steppes
were merely our Western prairie. But
even as this was in mv mind the scene

changed, and lived with meaning and
significance, for as the train rushed on

there rose out of the misty landscape a
tall white pillar painted in bold black

stripes. And I knew that it signalled to
Germany and to all the rest of the world,
"So tar can you go and no farther," and
that we had crossed into the domain of
the Great White Czar. It must be a fine

thing to "own your own home," as the

realestate advert sements arc constantly
urging one to do, and it must give a man
a sensation of pride to sec the surveyors'
stakes at the corners of his town site or
homestead holding, and to know that
all that lies within those stakes belongs

to him, but imagine what it must be to
stake out the half of Europe, planting
your painted posts Irom the Arctic ocean

to the Pacific, from the borders of
Austria and Hungary down to the
shores of the Black sea, to the Pamirs, in

the very face of the British outposts, and
on to China, saying, as it were, "Keep
out, please; this belongs to me."

The land on either side of the track
was as level as our Western prairie, but
broken here and there with woods ol

trembling birch and dark fir trees. Scat-

tered villages lay at great distances Irom

one another, and almost even with the
soil, their huts of logs and mud sillom
standing higher than one story, and with
doors so low that a tall man could enter
them only by stooping.

Between these log houses were roads
which the snow and rain had changed
into livers of mud, and w hich seemed to
had to nowheie, but to disappear Irom

off the face ol the earth as soon as they
had reached the last of each group of
huts. There were no stores nor In virus
nor town halls visible from the ear win-

dows, such as one sees on our Western

prairie. Instead there weie alwavs the
same low-roole- d huts ot legs painted
brown, the church ol two stories in the
centre, the wide muddy road straggling
down to the station, the fields where
men and women ploiigiicit me rten
chocolate-colore- d soil, and, ovethcad,
countliss (locks of crows that swept like

black clouds across the sky. When the
villages ceased the marshes began, and
from them tall heron and bittern rose
and sailed heavily away, answering the
shrill whistle of the locomotive with
their hoarse, melancholy cries. There
are probably no two kinds of bird so
depressing in every way as are the heron
and the crow, and tiny seemed to typily
the whole country between Alexandrov
and Moscow, where, in spite of the sun
that shone brilliantly and the bright
moist green of the grass, there was no
sign of movement or mirth or pleasure,
but, instead, a hopeless, dreary siUnee,

and the marks ol an unceasing struggle
(or the ba'e right to exist.

The railroad stations were the onlv
bright spots on our
stond in bunches t r
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At ev ry cross-ma- there were little
si ini ollieial stations, with the lenees and
gates around them painted vvhh the
black and white stripes of the govern-
ment, the whole in charge of a woman,
who stood in the road with a green flag
In Id out straight in front ol her. In
Russia they teed the locomotive cnijines

with wood as well as coal, and long
before we reached a station we would
know that we were apnronching it by

il'H' l 1

the country had the appearance of one

vast lumber yard.
These piles of wood, nnd the black and

white striped fences, and the frequent

spectacle of a lonely child guarding one

poor cow or a hall-starve- d horse, with

no other sign of life within miles ol them,

were the three things which seemed to

us to be the most conspicuous and char-

acteristic features of the 800 miles that
stretch from the German border to the
ancient capital.

All that we saw of the moujiks was at
the stations, where they were gathered
in silent, apathetic groups to watch the
train come and go. The men were of a

fine peasant type, big-bone-d and strong
looking, with sad, unenlightened faces.

They neither laughed nor joked, as loung-

ers around the railroad station are wont

to do at home, but stood staring, with
their hands in their sleeves, watching the
voyagers with a humble, distressed look
like that of an uncomprehending dumb
animal,

They all wore long, greasy coats of
sheepskin, cut in loosely at the waist
and spreading out like a frock to below

their knees; on their feet the more well-to-d- o

wore boots. The legs and feet of
the others were wrapped closely in long
linen bandages, and bound with thongs
of rawhide or plaited straw. All the
men had the inevitable flat cap, which

sccnisto be the national badge of Russia,
and their hair was long and clipped off

evenly in a line with their shoulders. The
women dressed exactly like the men,

with the same long sheepskin coats and
high boots, so that it was only possible

to distinguish them by the kerchief each

wore n uad her head. They were short
and broad in stature, and so much

smaller than their husbands and sons

that they seemed to belong to another
race, and none of them either in face or
figure showed any marked trace of femi-

nine grace or beauty. From "The
Coronation," by Richard Harding Davis,

in Harper's Magazine lor February.

Sunday School Libraries.
Edward W. Bok has been making a

careful nnd comprehensive examination
of Sunday School libraries, and in the
February Ladies' Home Journal he con-

fesses himself disgusted with the litera-

ture thus placed in the hands of our boys
and girls. A less complete investigation,
Mr. Bok says, would not have made it

possible for him to believe that the libra-

ries of our Sunday Schools were stocked
with such pilesol rubbish "wishy-wash- y

literature," as he terms it. He quotes
the titles and gives the themes of a num

ber ol books he obtained (rum Sunday
School libiaries, and these seem to com-pletil- y

warrant his conclusions. "Such
books," he contends, "are an insult to
the intelligence of the young people, and
have a pernicious intbicnce. Instead of

being healthy books they are decidedly

tinhialthy in tone and teaching. Suicly
we are cultivating a dangerous taste lor
reading in the young whet: we Iced them
on such rubbish."

Mr. Bok unhesitatingly lays a part of
the blame upon the publication boards
and societies, which are influenced by a

denominational spirit that narrows their
choice i ('books. Tin n, again, it is shown
that the most mediocre sort of "tahnt"
is employed to write these books, and
that btggarly pricis 'ess tl an per

book are paid. A share ot risponsi-bi'it-

Mr. Bok asserts, ris's upon the
men who purchase Sunday School libra-

ries, who, as is un st Inqueiitly the ease,

are not qualifnd for the t.isk, and wln.se

object is to secure a library as cheap as
possible. Mr. Bok warmly wgs that
the si lection of Sunday School books be

left to women, who "instinctively know
nnd leel the kind of a book which a boy
or girl will read and enjoy." He insists
that women should begiven carte blanche

to make the selictions so far as the pre-

scribed amount of money will go. "A
hundred gootl books," Mr, Bok con-

cludes, "are far better than five hundred
hooks of indifferent interest," which are
bought simply bt cause they are cheap.
"A Sunday School librarv cannot be

created in a day, and no discouragement
should befit il the linnncia! means ol the
chili eh arc conti cicd, and lucts'-'l-a e

t he pm chase ol oi l a lew books at a

t imc."
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Hi os.' drug store. Ketil ir size fill 0nU
$1.

A Vuliuihle Prescription.
liditor Morrison ol Wnrlhingloii, Ind.,

''Sun," writes : "You h avea valuable p i-

nscription in lib el lie Kilters, and can
clieei'iullv ri commend ii for Coiisiipat (in
and Siik Headache, and as a general sys-
tem it has no equal." Mrs. Annie
Slelllc, Cottage ('.rove Ave., Clii- -

cauo, was all run down, could not eat
nor digest food, had a backache vvhi Ii

never her and f it tired and vvi iny,
but tics ol lilcetric Hit tern n i d
her health nnd renewed strength.

1 no iiies 01 Kiminng neaped up on en 11. r Prices fit) cents and $1. Get a bottle nt
side of the truck? over a mile, so that Flint Bros.' drug store.

Riches of Cuba.
In obedience to what he deems a popu-

lar demand to know more of Cuba and
its productive powers, Consul Hyatt at
Santiago de Cuba has sent the state de-

partment u report on that island.
"Cuba," he writes, "stands in a geo-

graphical position which, together with
her productive soil, mineral wealth and
climatic conditions, should entitle her to
rank among the loremost communities
of the world, a distinction to which

believe she will soon attain whenever
a stable government nnd cheerful obedi-

ence to the powers that be, present to
the home-seeke- r and investor conditions
that will make home secure and capital
secure."

After describing the almost incredible
sugar and tobacco crops, Consul Hayatt
takes up the mineral wealth.

The book of the consulate shows that
from 1828 to 1840 annual shipments of
copper ora to the United States averaged
from $2,000,000 to $3,000,000.

Iron overshadows all other industries
of eastern Cuba and constitutes "the
only industry that has made any pre
tense of standing up against the shock
of the present insurrection."

These mines ship from 30,000 to 50,
000 tons of ore to the United States
every month, ihe largest portion of

which is used at Bethlehem, Steclton and
Pittsburg, and at Sparrow's Point Md.

American capital recently opened a
manganese mine about 20 miles from

Santiago and built a railroad to carry
ore, but after shipping one cargo, the

business was closed up by the insurgents.
As nearly all the manganese used in the

United States comes from the Black sea
with a small amount for South America,

consul believes that the produce of
mines will be in great demand when

the conditions are such that they can be

operated with safety.

V'j A Plleeof mlneo pie made of the
V riKlit minco meat Is a lunch iu
' l'..l!" ., ,r,i,.i,rn'w liinh.

V
f MINCE iVlEAT
1,5 is the rlKht mince meat Whole-- 1

dome, fresh delicious, hor
pies, fruit cake fruit pudding
s. .ki everywhere. Take no sulistiluto

S aul name mil ailtln-.- fur limikli't. " Mrl
V bunioruiu tnry

MERRELL-SOUL- CO., SYRACUSE, N T

LegitimateNews
For the Family
For Hi siness Men anil Women
For Professional Men nnd Women
Fur the Student
For the Old

Middle-Age- d

And the Y'oung

Send for a Sample Copy of the

Daily Evening Tianscript
No Sunday edition.

Wednesday Evening Transcript
Special Literary and lvdticational Issue.

Saturday Evening Transcript
Sixteen or More Tunis.

Weekly Transcript
Published Fridays.

Address JI ISTOS TKANSCK1PT CO.,

314 Washington t , Haston, Muss.

"It is only neeesHary to look over the
newspaper field to lie eon vineed of the truth
of the contention that it is ehartieter rather
than mere size that makes a circulation vol
unhle character of the readers and character
of the paper.

"1 lure is in lloston. for cxainp'e, the U ve-

iling Transcript, which is a excellent
newspaper, innkinii no noise. Put pursuing
the even tenor ot its way, without defiling
the minds ot its renders or sncndinn n ureal
amount ol money lor the frothy substance
rewarded by ninny papers as important
news." .Sewspnpcrdoni, New York, Jan. 110
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1SH7. nt which lime the said ChnriesJ Stod-dnr-

is ..rilered to :.ppe:ir.
(liven miller 111 v I11111I nt St. lohinlmry, In

Hie 1 ill 11 Iv ol 1 ;i tedi 111 111, the lii tn day of
tl 11 it 11 ry A. 1. 1 Hti".

AI.IIKO I'. NICHOLS, Clerk.
Hatkh & Mav, Atioruevti.

OiWitt's Little liarly Risers.
The fiiiiiuus little pllln.

DO YOU DRINK

--KOLA RAYS?--
IF NOT, WHY?

Crystal Spring Bottling Co., - - Barnet, Vt.

)JW .. iff, ',. flijl

f-- i NIGHT.lEMROUTE

If you are going tD

Bermuda,
Florida,
California,
Mexico,
Europe,
or anywhere,

Write for circulars and prices.

E. E. KNOTT & CO.,
Steamship and Railroad Agents,

Burlington, Vt.

OTRAINSO DAILY
NASSAU, CUBA
AND JAMAICA.

Aiken, Augusta, Macon, Atlanta, Thomasville, Brunswick.

ATLANTIC COAST LINE
Via AVuhIiIiibIoii, Richmond, Charleston and Savannah.

Route of the renowned "tv York-Flor- ida Sp.Tinl." Luxuriously appointed. The
only solid vestibuli d train to Moriila. No Kxtra Connections Irom l.ostonvia
"Colonial Express," or via New York. For rales, tickets and all information, address

J. H. JOHNSON, N. E. Agt., 300 Washington St., Boston.

Don't Be Deceived
With the Big Box of CHEAP Crackers,

Expecting to Get Full Value for Your

Money, but Call for

!. J : 5 : :

and Get Full Value in QUALITY.

Fine Furniture
Henutitics the home and makes life worth living. We have the
goods ;tti(l have now plenty of room to exhibit them. The finest
line ol

Desks, Bookcases and Easy Chairs,
Ever seen in St. Johnsbury. You can select a present for every
number of the family in otir store nnd get n gift suitable to each

one. Money isn't honey, this year, so don't waste your enrn-itm- s

on c mdy or useless knick-knacks- , but buy something useful

that will shorten the winter evenings with its comfort.

HALL & STANLEY,
Music Hall.

The Equitable

Life Assurance Society
Of the United States.

JANUARY 1 , 1897.

Assets, $216,773,947

Reserve on all existing Policies (calculated on
.1. per eem standard) a iid all other Liabilities, 173,496,768

Undivided Sur lus, cn a 4 per cent Standard, 43,277,179

v SURANCE.
(Instalment po.'c "otaud nt their com muted value.)

Outstanding Assurance $915,102,070

New Assurance written iu 13.' . , 127,694,084

Proposals for Assurance En mi :ed anl De

clined, . .

11KXRV 11. 11 YD F, President.
J. W. AI,I.XAM)h:U, .

21,678,467

CHAS. W. FARR, Agent, St. Johns 'uirv, Vt.


